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HOW TO USE THIS KIT

This kit is built from WorldNgayon's fact-checked guides — every figure traces to an official portal or our published
reporting. Work through the three phases in order; each move is one sitting.

The 3-Phase Map
PHASE 1 — Before You Fly Moves 1-5: Agency, contract, OWWA, digital IDs, SSS setup

PHASE 2 — While Abroad Moves 6-15: Contributions, MP2, remittance cost, scam defense

PHASE 3 — Coming Home Moves 16-25: Claims, reintegration, PERA, credentials

This is general information, not financial advice. Rates and rules change — verify current terms on official
channels before committing money.
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PHASE 1 — BEFORE YOU FLY

1 . Verify the agency before the dream

Check the recruitment agency against DMW licensing records before paying anything. lllegal
recruitment most often starts with an unlicensed or suspended recruiter — a licensed agency means
DMW-vetted processes; everything else gambles with your savings.

Verify at: DMW licensing reqistry

2 - Never accept a 'replacement contract'

Sign only contracts the DMW has stamped. Replacement contracts handed over at the airport are the
classic substitution trap — different job, lower pay, worse terms. Walk away and report.

Verify at: DMW contract verification

3 - Activate OWWA membership — your safety net
OWWA membership anchors repatriation, welfare assistance, training, and reintegration benefits. It is
the cheapest insurance layer an OFW will ever buy. Keep it current, not lapsed.

Verify at: OWWA official portal

4 - Set up your digital IDs before departure

Complete e-Registration and get your OFW Pass on the DMW Mobile App — activation, welfare, and
repatriation systems run on these. Account recovery during an emergency abroad is its own
emergency.

Verify at: DMW Mobile App (official stores)

5 . Prepare SSS before the plane door closes

Activate My.SSS with verified email and mobile, and enroll a disbursement account under DAEM.
Future loans — emergency, salary, calamity — pay into that account. Do it while life is calm.

Verify at: My.SSS portal
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PHASE 2 — WHILE YOU ARE ABROAD

6 - Keep SSS contributions posted — they price your future

Voluntary contributions keep your posted monthly salary credits alive. Emergency, salary, and calamity
loan amounts — and your pension — are computed from those credits. Gaps now shrink benefits later.

Verify at: Qur SSS contribution guide

7 - Fund MP2 — the OFW savings favorite

MP2 is Pag-IBIG's voluntary, government-supervised savings tier whose dividend rates have
historically beaten regular savings — OFW savers increasingly call it a PSE-beater. Fixed monthly
amounts beat heroic yearly ones.

Verify at: Pag-IBIG MP2 enrollment

8 - Master remittance cost, not just the exchange rate

A flashy rate with a 3% flat fee can lose to a modest rate with zero fee. Compare total cost per send,
prefer BSP-supervised providers, and batch sends where safe to cut per-transaction fees.

Verify at: BSP remittance guidance

9 - Keep an emergency fund at HOME

Hold 1-3 months of household expenses in an accessible account in the Philippines, separate from
remittance flows — when crisis hits, money is there without transfer delays.

Verify at: BSP-supervised banks

10 - Retirement is not 'later' — meet PERA

The Philippines' PERA framework gives tax-exempt retirement investing supervised by the BSP. OFWs
can contribute while earning abroad — decades of compounding favor you more than any landed peer.

Verify at: BSP PERA
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PHASE 2 — PROTECT THE MONEY YOU SEND

11 - The remittance cost check — run the math once

Worked example: sending 50,000 at a 2% flat fee costs m 1,000; the same send at zero fee with a
slightly worse rate can cost less than half. One afternoon comparing channels can save more than a
month of scrimping.

Verify at: BSP + provider fee sheets

12 - Verify every 'investment' before a single peso moves

PSE-listed products appear on the PSE website — anything claiming 'guaranteed monthly returns'
outside it is wearing the uniform of a Ponzi scheme. No legitimate investment guarantees monthly
income.

Verify at: PSE listed companies

13 - Never pay to 'release' money

Prizes, loans, and overseas jobs never charge release fees. The moment someone asks you to pay to
unlock money, the money was never real — you are the product.

Verify at: Report: PNP-ACG / ScamWatch PH

14 - Defeat the Al voice clone

In January 2026, an OFW in Riyadh lost m 2.3 million to a scammer whose Al-cloned voice sounded
exactly like his wife (WorldNgayon covered the case). Agree on a family code word today — seconds of
public audio are all the clones need.

Verify at: Qur deepfake scam guides

15 - Official apps only — verify before you install

Download SSS, OWWA, and DMW apps from official stores; verify banking apps against the bank's
own website. Fake eGovPH-style apps have already drained accounts from OFWSs abroad.

Verify at: Official app stores
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PHASE 3 — COMING HOME

16 - Time your SSS claims before the contract ends

Sickness, maternity, and unemployment windows are time-sensitive. Review claim eligibility before your
final contract ends — some benefits require filing while the coverage window is open.

Verify at: SSS benefits

17 - Use reintegration support —it is free
DMW, OWWA, and NRCO run livelihood aid, training, and job-matching for returning OFWs. You
funded these through your membership; using them is not a favor — it is the design.

Verify at: NRCO reintegration programs

18 - Convert experience into credentials

TESDA certification and DICT programs (including Al-era job-matching) turn overseas experience into
locally recognized qualifications — the difference between 'worked abroad' and 'hired at home.'

Verify at: TESDA programs

19 .- Update every record with your home address
Update SSS, PhilHealth, and Pag-IBIG with your home address and active contacts before you land.
Claims stall on old contact data — the most boring step prevents the most frustrating delays.

Verify at: Each portal — profile section

20 - Turn the remittance habit into an investing habit

The discipline that sent money home for years builds wealth at home: automate a fixed amount monthly
into MP2, PERA, or a trusted instrument. Consistency beats size.

Verify at: PERA (Move 10)
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THE 10 RED FLAGS OF A MONEY SCAM

1. Guaranteed monthly returns — no legitimate investment guarantees income.

2. Pressure to act TODAY — artificial deadlines are a manipulation tool.

w

. You must pay to release money — prizes and jobs never charge release fees.
4. Contact came from a stranger with urgency — cold invites + timelines = setup.
5. The voice sounds like family but demands secrecy — verify with a code word.

6. An app you found via a link, not the official store — fake apps dominate this path.

~

. They ask for OTPs, passwords, or remote screen access — no real institution does.

0o

. Early members really do get paid — Ponzi schemes pay early to trap late.

©

. The 'agency' isn't in the DMW registry — unlicensed means illegal, always.

10. You're told to keep it secret from family — secrecy is the fraudster's firewall.

One rule above all: legitimate money never requires you to pay first. Break that pattern and 90% of
Filipino-targeted fraud dies at the first message.
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WHERE TO VERIFY EVERY STEP

SSS sss.gov.ph — My.SSS Contributions, loans (incl. 7% emergency loan), benefits,
pension
OWWA owwa.gov.ph Membership, welfare programs, scholarships,

reintegration

DMW dmw.gov.ph + DMW App Licensed agencies, contracts, OFW Pass, advisories

BSP bsp.gov.ph Remittance guidance, PERA, e-money and consumer
advisories

Pag-IBIG pagibigfund.gov.ph MP2 enrollment, dividends, housing loans

PSE pse.com.ph Listed instruments — the fastest Ponzi check

TESDA /DICT  tesda.gov.ph / dict.gov.ph Certification, upskilling, Al job-matching

NRCO nrco.dole.gov.ph Reintegration support for returning OFWs

Stay Updated

WorldNgayon publishes daily fact-checked guides for Filipino professionals worldwide — business, finance,
cybersecurity, Al, and OFW life. Every article passes source verification before publication, and corrections are
dated and public.

Get one practical money-and-tech digest per week - worldngayon.com/subscribe

This kit is general information, not financial, legal, or investment advice. Verify all figures with the official portals above before
acting. © 2026 WorldNgayon.com — Change for the better.
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